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7. In the late 1880's, a prominent Denver architect, E. F. Edbrooke,was commissioned
by Schleier to build the mansion’at 1665 Grant Street, The mansion exemplifies
Edbrooke's designs, advanced for the period and which lent Denver an appearance some-
what ahead of the times. The mansion, constructed of Colorado sandstone, was the

most impressive of the homes designed by Edbrooke. Bullt on a prominent location for
the 1880's, the mansion overlooks downtown Denver, The mansion is built in the eclectic
architectural design, prominent in Denver during the mining years. Although there

is no readily identifiable theme, the house is termed of Queen Anne style. In adding
the conion tower, Edbrooke achieved a feeling of gravity. The house has a frame porch.
. and a new section has been added, ‘joining the hcuse with the carriage house.

The exterior tiles at the front door resemble hand-made Italian tiles, but were
found to have been made in Indiana. It Is pelieved that all ceramic tiles used in the
fireplaces throughout the house are also domestic as names of domestic tile companies
were inscribed in the backs of several tiles examined. The hardware is very elaborate
and most of that remaining is original to the house, There are a total of eigbt firs—-
places in the house, each one unigue and very ornate.

The woodwork in the entry way is oak, and the floors, also in oak, have geomatric
pargquet borders. Above the landing Edbrooke used Lincrusta-Walton friezework (made
to simulate carved wood) with Chinese fret work. On the other two walls plaster -
composition ornament was used. Four foot wainscoting, typical of the Victorian Era,
was used in the entry way and throughout the house. The coffered ceiling above the
landing is in cak graining. An oak fireplace, least ostentatious in the downstairs,
stands in the entry way. This fireplace has an outstanding hand-carved frieze with
stopped fluted design. :

The closed-string staircase with paneled base reflects Schleier's German heritage.
The stairway has carvings of gargoyles and Bavarian swans, which symbolized good luck
to the Germans. The baluster has extremely detailed hand~carvings. The plyntn block
on the woodwork, half-way up from the baseboards is alsc common *o German styling.

Throughout the first two floors Edbroocke made extensive use of plaster molds;
each room exemplifying a different type of mold. In the front parlor (the Schleier's
apparently had two) the friezework is of the most elaborate plaster mold, which was
very fashionakle for the period. Both parlors are of cherry wood. The fireplace in
the front parlor is the most cornate of apny in the house, and was machine made. The
surrounds of the double sash windows in the back parlor have massive plynth bases
and the workable locks are original.

In the maple wood library the carvings in the fireplace mantel are hand-carved.
Built-in shelving units, corresponding to the design of the fireplace, are attached %o
the west wall. The unit, one hundred eleven inches long and twelve and one-half
inches wide, is divided into three secticns. The casntral, tallest portion is divided
into two double-decred sections by a fluted frieze. The center portion is flanked on
alther side with attached beveled mirrors beiow an =2gg and dart motif carving.
Replacing wainscoting along all walls. is horizontal reeded chair railing. The
friezework is plain with embossed plaster mold flowers.
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Originally there was a side door off the dining room. Like all the mirrored
mantels in the house, the mirrors in the dining room server are of original beveled
glass. This massive server, built into an alcove, is highly ornamental with carved
animal heads and flower detail. The friezework is handpainted and the ceiling is of
recessed wood panels. All dcor and window surrcunds are hand carved, as are the
tabernacle columns which flank both sides of the fireplace.

There are four bedrooms, one room believed to have been a dressing room, and
two baths on the second floor. In what was likely the master bedroom, stands a
magnificent fireplace of cherry wood and red and white ceramic tiles. The design
of this fireplace hints of the Victorian style yet to come. The hardware on the
transcms above the doorway are intact. On the second floor there is unusual plynth
block detail with one-half bull's eye above the window and door surrounds.

There are three other bedrooms on the second floor. In cone bedroom, the firsplace

ntel has apparently been removed. In another bedroom, of maple wood, the entabla-
ture on the fireplace- is in Lincrusta-Walton and the ceramic tiles are framed by a
lamb's tongue wood design. ' '

On the third floor there are several small rooms and a ballroom which, though
needing much restoration work, one can tell was conce very elegant.



GEQRGE SCHLEIER MANSION
HABS No. CO-40 (page 5)

“'00 AREAS QF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW
. AcmiSTORIC  —ARCHEULUGY-PREHISTORIC  _COMMUNITY PLANNING —LANOSCAPE ARCHITECTURE  __RELIGION
$400-1499 —__ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC —CONSERVATION —LAW __SCIENCE
—1500-1599 — AGRICULTURE __ECONOMICS : —LITERATURE __SCULPTURE
_1600-1699 X ARCHITECTURE —EQUCATION —MIUTARY —SOCIAL/HUMANITARIAN
_$1700.1799 —ART —ENGINEERING —MUSIC __THEATER
_X1800-189% X COMMERCE ¥ EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT  _PHILOSOPHY —_TRANSPORTATION
__1900- __COMMUNIC2 TIONS X INDUSTRY —POLITICS/GOVERNMENT __OTHER {SPECIFY)
__INVENTION
SPECIFIC DATES  1ATE 1880's BUILDER/ARCHITECT E. F. EDBROOKE

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

8. The george Schleier Mansion, currently being restored, is significant in three
areas. First the mansion Is architecturally significant. The house, built in the

- 1880's by a prominent Denver architect, E. F. Edbrooke, is constructed of Colorado
sandstone and was the most impressive of the homes designed by Edbrooke. The mansion,
built on a prominent location for the 1880°%s, overlooks downtown Denver. In adding
the onion tower to the Queen Anne design of the house, Edbrocke achieved a feeling
of gravity. The house reflects no readily identifiable architectural theme, which is
common among Denver homes of the 1880's.. Structures constructed during the Colorade
mining years have taken on the term eclectic architecture--meaning of no specific
design.:

Nonetheless, the house is unigue in several respects. The Schleier Mansion offers
numarous examples of elaborate plaster composition ornaments and Lincrusta-Walton,
fashionable for that period. And, possibly the most outstanding feature of the house,
‘is its German styling. Little is known of Schleier's childhood, but at age six, his

- family emigrated from his birthplace in Baden, Germanvu, to the United States. Schleier’s

. heritage remained an integral part of his life, and the massive Germanic styles of the
house reflect this. The closed-string staircase with paneled base reflects Schleier’'s
heritage. The stairway has carvings of gargoyles and Bavarian swans, which symbolized

‘good luck to the Germans., The baluster has extremely detailed hand-carvings. The
plynth block on the woodwork, half-way up from the basebcards, Is also common to

- German styling., Possibly more than any other building in Denver, the Schleier Mansion
can be said to be truly of German design.

Secondly, the Schleier Mansion is significant in the area of industry., exemplified
by the endeavors of George Schleier. In 1843, Schleier went to Cincinnmati where he
enrolled in a business course at Baron's Community College. He was employed by a
"hat house” and also became acquainted with the processes for the manufacture of hats.

In 1850, George Schleier left Cincinnati and traveled to New York City, where he
was agalin employed in the manufacture of silk hats. From 1851 until 1857, Schleier
lived in #Milwaukee, Wisconsin, and had his own hat business. It was this early.
experience in the manufacture of hats that earned him the nickname of the "Glad
Hatter”.

' The Schleier Mansion 1s also significant in the area of commerce, again through
the endeavors of its owner. Sometime around 1860, Schleier returned to Denver and
invested In freighting and,until the flood of 1864, farmed on Cherry Creek area, Hfe

‘h'en moved to Denver and kegan, what Wwas his longest and most successful endeavor, a

“carser in real estate. In 1886, Schleier was elected to the City Council and in

.. 1867 and 1868 served as the City Tax Collector--both positicns acquired bacaise
of ‘his prominence in the development of commerce in Denver,
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During the economic panic of 1893, Schleier took out a homestead at Sixteenth
and Lawrence Streets, This property was leased to People's National Bank Company,
who erected a building and paid a rental to Schleier, This was one of Schleier's
most successful real estate deals. . :

Above all else, Schleier is noted for his role in the settlement and early
development of Denver., When Schleier was thirty-cone years of age, he left Milwaukes
and traveled to Leavenworth, Kansas, and in 1858 joined a group headed for "Pike's
Peak Country”, Among others were several Denver pioneers. Schleier and the others
1ived for several months on the west side of the Continental Divide among about seven
hundred Mexicans and Indians (and lived there peaceably, according to Schleier). The
party then traveled over the Divide to what later became Denver., Schleier first
built a log cabin in what was then the only residential district in -west Denver.

puring the winter of 1858, Schleler acguired enough Iumber to build a house -
and shortly thereafter, he erected the first two-story house in Denver,

In June, 1859, Schleier and a group of six others started back to the Rocky
HMountains. When they came to the foothills (where Golden, Colorado was establlsbeda .
the waters of Clear Creek were too high to cross. The group decided to erect a
bridge, which was believed to be the first erected in Colorado. Only one man,

Fox Diefendorf, possessed any money and so he furnished the $600.00 while the others
in the party provided the necessary labor. The bridge was completed in one week and.
the party charged a toll for those who crossed it, By the end of the first day
$600.00 was collectead.

Schleier did not make friends easily, and the family was not active in Denver
social circles. Bur through his adventuresome spirit and foresight, he helped
promote the development of Denver, its industry, and its commerce.
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McGrath, Maria Davies, The Real Pioneers of Colorade, vol. III, Document Division
of Denver Museum, 19334 (currently at the Colorado State Historical Society
Library).

NEWSPAPERS AND MAGAZINES:

Denver Post: August 5, 1910; August 10, 1910; August 17, 1910; July 3, 1930;
becember 18, 1332.

Denver Times: February 13, 1900; June 30, 1906; November 18, 1908; August 5, 1910.




